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What is "worship"? 

   We as Christians do it a lot--or at least we think we do. 

In fact, that common question, “Where do you go to church?” 

     is really asking, “Where do you worship?” 

But what is worship? 

 Is worship what we do every week at 10:45 on Sunday morning? 

    Or is it more specific than that? 

   Is it just what we do on Sunday morning 

     when we are singing praise to God-- 

        Is that "the worship"? 

 What ought worship to be 

  as we gather for our " worship service", as it is often called? 

 

These are not easy questions, 

 for when you go to the letters of Paul, 

  you will look in vain for the expression "worship service," 

        at least, as we use the term. 

Paul speaks of worship, 

 but what he speaks of is much broader-- 

Rom. 12:1--"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy,  

  to offer your bodies [your total selves] 
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     as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God -- 

  this is your spiritual, [or “your reasonable,” “your true and proper”] 

          service of worship." 

 

In Paul's view, the Christian's "service of worship" covers all of life. 

 It is a right response to the gospel— 

     "in view of God's mercy" he says, 

               as that mercy has been laid out in the first eleven chapters of his letter. 

 It is a response to God's gracious work of redemption in Christ, 

   by which we are reconciled to God, 

       and are adopted into his family as his own sons and daughters. 

 

Christian worship is, in fact, a restoration of our original purpose in creation-- 

    for human sin, is in essence, a failure to worship properly. 

In Rom. 1, speaking of fallen mankind, Paul says, 

 v.21--   "For although they knew God,  

 they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him,  

     but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. " 

v.25--   "They exchanged the truth of God for a lie,  

 and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator -- 

        who is forever praised. Amen."  

 

Worship involves all of life-- 

 it is a total consecration of one's whole life to the living and true God. 

   To worship God is to live before him as we ought-- 

     it is what we were created for. 

__________ 
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Now if this is so, 

  then where does the gathering of believers 

      in the worship service of the church fit in? 

    

It is interesting, that immediately after Paul's statement in Rom. 12:1 

  of the all-encompassing dimension of worship 

    as the offering of one's whole life to God, 

  the Apostle immediately moves to talk about the sharing of gifts in the body of Christ. 

 

There is one body and we are many members, he says-- 

 we have different gifts according to the grace give us-- 

Rom. 12:6   "If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.    

   If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;   

     if it is encouraging, let him encourage;  

 if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 

    if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;  

     if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully."  

 

Our ministry to one another is a part of what it means to offer ourselves to God-- 

   it is part of what it means to engage in worship. 

__________ 

 

And so Paul makes that same connection in our passage this morning 

       from his first letter to the Corinthians. 

 

Paul is instructing the Christians of Corinth on what ought to take place  
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               "when they come together" (14:26, 23). 

 

Now, I don't think we can take what Paul says in this chapter  

     as his final and exhaustive word on this subject. 

In other places in his letters         

 he speaks of other things that ought to take place when the church gathers-- 

     the reading of Scripture is one example, 

      sharing in the Lord’s Supper is another. 

                          

         Nor can we simply equate what we do in one meeting on Sunday morning at 10:45 

       with all that we are to do as a church. 

  We gather at other times for other purposes-- 

 in Sunday School classes, in Bible studies, in community groups, 

   in congregational meetings, and for fellowship dinners, for example. 

In other words, the activity of the church is more than just 

    what Paul gives us in this passage, 

          and more than simply what we do at this time.  

 

But Paul's instructions here in 1 Corinthians 14 do provide some important principles 

  that ought to guide us as we think about Christian worship. 

 

And this morning in the outline in your bulletin 

   I've listed seven of those--seven of course being the perfect number (!)-- 

   seven principles from Paul to guide our understanding  

      of what we are to do when we “go to church.” 

___________ 
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1) The first principle is one that we've already alluded to-- 

       that is, that Christian worship 

   includes a horizontal as well as a vertical dimension. 

 

One of the best descriptions of worship I know comes from William Temple, 

     former Archbishop of Canterbury-- 

 "To Worship is .  .  .  

  to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, 

    to feed the mind with the truth of God, 

          to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, 

            to open the heart to the love of God, 

                to devote the will to the purpose of God." 

 

That's wonderful! 

  Worship must be first and foremost about God— 

      and we dare not forget it. 

 

 But we can sometimes think that worship is only about 

       my own personal communion with God. 

I come to worship so that I can feel close to God. 

  I want to experience him-- 

   I want to have a good, dare I say it, "worship experience." 

 So whatever happens in a worship service is judged 

      by how it accomplishes that purpose in my life. 

 

But notice the concerns of Paul in this passage-- 

 Speaking in tongues, Paul says, can give you a good worship experience-- 
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  it is a way that I can "pray in my spirit," Paul says, 

     and in the process, the one who speaks is edified. 

 

But Paul doesn't want the uninterpreted babbling of tongues-speaking  

     to be a part of the public worship of the church. 

 Why? Because it does not edify the other worshipers. 

v.19--"in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others 

       than ten thousand words in a tongue."  

 

 Everything "must be done for the strengthening of the church," he says in v. 26. 

 

When we come together in worship,  

         our purpose is not to create two hundred individual experiences of God. 

 We come together to worship corporately-- 

   which means, as we come before God to offer our praise, 

    we, at the same time, seek to build up one another. 

In other words, 

 there is a horizontal dimension to our worship as well as a vertical. 

 

Paul never separates these two-- 

    Notice what he says in Eph. 5:19-- 

     "Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  

     Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord," 

 Or again in Col. 3:16: "Let the word of God dwell in you richly 

 as you teach and admonish one another  

  as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs  

     with gratitude in your hearts to God."    
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The horizontal and the vertical. 

 

This principle can revolutionize your perspective as you come to worship. 

First, ask yourself each week— 

 Lord, how can I offer you the praise you deserve as the great God you are? 

    But also ask, As I come to worship, 

    how will what I do or say affect other people? 

 

And this effect begins with your very presence-- 

 Have you ever considered how simply seeing your face here on a Sunday 

      can be an encouragement to others? 

                You don't even have to say a word-- 

    just by being here you are saying, 

      "My relationship with God is important to me." 

    "My commitment to this church body is important to me." 

      And that is saying a lot! 

 

There is a virtual presence by Zoom, 

 but we all know that is but a shadow of the real thing— 

      our physical presence impacts others in this way. 

 

And then you affect others by your attitude-- 

      What is going on in your head as you drive into the parking lot? 

   Do you say, “I want to get the best parking spot I can get”?  

  Or do you say, “You know, I am pretty healthy 

        and I don’t mind walking a few extra steps.  

   I’ll leave that spot for a visitor 
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    or maybe for people who may need to be closer to the door”? 

   

 And as you are walking toward the building, 

  are your eyes open to look for someone who may be new? 

 As you walk into the sanctuary, 

  do you look to sit next to someone who may be sitting alone? 

   Are you looking for those who may need encouragement or comfort? 

 

In other words, are you looking to the needs of others rather than your own? 

 

And are you excited about coming to worship God with God's people 

         or is it pure drudgery? 

 

When you sing, 

  do you sing from the heart, with joy on your face, 

      or do you simply stare at the words on the wall,  

        waiting for the chance to sit down? 

  When you sing, you are singing to God and to others--- 

  testifying to your own faith in the truth that is being proclaimed? 

 As you sing, do you appreciate our unity in Christ 

  as our voices blend together as one before the Lord? 

 

You affect others by your physical presence, and by your attitude, 

       

And then there are your words-- 

 What do you say to other people when we gather? 

  Words that edify, that encourage, that lift them up-- 
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        or words that tear them down or distract them from the truth of God? 

Do your words simply focus on yourself and how you feel, 

      or do they also consider others? / 

 

Christian worship is a corporate activity-- 

 we are not just autonomous individuals who happen to gather in one place 

      in search of our own personal spiritual highs. 

 In love, we must seek to build up one another-- 

          to point one another to God's love and God's truth— 

  as Hebrews puts it—we are to “provoke one another to love and good deeds” (10:25). 

 

And the amazing thing is, 

  as we do that, we will meet with God-- 

       for God will be at work, revealing himself to us through one another. 

     After all, we are all members of the body of Christ. 

    

The horizontal and the vertical go together in Christian worship. 

___________ 

 

2) A second principle that emerges from our passage is this-- 

  Christian worship must be informed by the Word of God. 

 

In the first part of our chapter, why does Paul insist that the gift of prophecy 

 is to be preferred over the gift of tongues when Christians gather for worship? 

 

It’ because of the necessity of intelligibility-- 

 the uninterpreted babbling of tongues cannot be understood, 
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  whereas prophecy presents a word from God that addresses our minds. 

 

Christian worship must informed by the word of God-- 

 for our worship has a definite content. 

   We do not worship dumb idols, but the living God  

     who addresses us in words that we can understand. 

 

How does he do that? 

   How does God's word come to us in our worship? 

 Supremely through the words of the Bible. 

And the truth of the Bible comes to us in lots of ways-- 

 

   For example, in 1 Timothy 4, Paul instructs his young protégé Timothy-- 

      "Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture" (1Tim. 4:13). 

 

We mustn't neglect this simple way that God speaks to us. 

    And it is amazing to me how often churches, even Bible-believing churches, 

    omit this essential aspect of worship. 

______ 

 

And a second way God's word comes to us is simply an extension of the first-- 

      God speaks to us through the exposition of the Scriptures. 

 

As we saw last week, 

       Paul in his second letter to the young pastor Timothy writes these solemn words: 

   "In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead,  

           and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:    
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                  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season;  

 correct, rebuke and encourage --with great patience and careful instruction." (2Tim. 4:1)  

 

If our worship is to be informed by the word of God, 

      we must preach the Word, 

     “with great patience and careful instruction." 

 

Paul gives prominence to the role of pastor-teacher in Ephesians 4 

   as one who equips the saints for the work of service 

     so that the body of Christ may grow in maturity. 

 

And in 1Tim. 5:17 Paul writes-- 

  "The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor,  

    especially those whose work is preaching and teaching."  

 

We need to hear God's word through the public reading  

      and the expositional preaching of the Bible. 

  And when I say “expositional” preaching, 

 I mean that kind of preaching in which the preacher 

      expounds the message of the biblical text,  

    and then guides the congregation in its application. 

  This is in contrast to preaching which begins with the preacher’s ideas 

    and then goes to the Bible for some sort of support. 

We need the word of God, not just the ruminations of a preacher. / 

 

As we gather, we hear the word of God in other says, too. 

 We also sing the truths of the Bible, 



1Cor 14:26-40-Sermon:   12 

  and we pray the truths of the Bible. 

 

And God can speak as we seek to  

   apply the truths of God’s word to our present circumstances. 

 That application could go under the category of “prophecy,” 

       which we talked about last week, 

  but this doesn’t come with the same authority as the Scriptures themselves.1 

   Such applications must be "weighed carefully " and "judged," as Paul says in v. 29,  

       as to their validity and truthfulness.  

 

But our worship depends on God speaking— 

   He is the one who initiates our worship— 

    we respond to his invitation to come to him. 

  ___________ 

   

And this leads to a third principle for Christian worship-- 

3) Christian worship ought to be empowered by the Spirit. 

 

When Jesus ascended into heaven,  

   he sent another comforter to dwell with us-- 

       the promised Holy Spirit. 

And on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit arrived on the scene with power. 

 

There is nothing ordinary about the Spirit’s work, 

 for he comes to bring the presence of the kingdom of God in our midst. 

 

1Cf. 1Cor. 14:37,38. 
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He is the presence of the living God, active among the people of God. 

 He comes with power to bring new life into our hearts. 

 

But at the same time, the Spirit can work through very ordinary means 

        through very ordinary people. 

 His ultimate purpose is not to draw attention to himself, 

       but to bring glory to Christ, 

   as he draws us into union with him 

     and conforms us to his image. 

 

And Christian worship ought to reflect that present experience 

       of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 

 

Paul's words in 1 Cor. 14 certainly reflect this experience of the Spirit-- 

 the Spirit is giving gifts and inspiring speakers  

      to contribute to the life of the church. 

 

So we must pray for our times together— 

  that the Holy Spirit of God will be at work 

   convicting us of our sin, 

    convincing us of the truth, 

     empowering us to respond in faith, love, and obedience. 

  Without that work of the Spirit 

    we will be unmoved and unchanged. 

 

Lord, come in your Spirit to make your presence known in our hearts-- 

       bring life to your word, which otherwise is simply a dead letter to us. 
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 Lord, speak-- 

  speak through the preacher, speak through the music, 

    Lord, speak through someone who gives a testimony  

     or who reads a passage of Scripture  

        or who leads in prayer. 

 

Lord, you alone can bring life to the worship of your people-- 

       real life, spiritual life, 

        the life and love of the living God. 

 

The Spirit can empower our worship whether we are singing an upbeat song, 

       or we are bowing in silent prayer. 

 He is not limited to the form of our worship--- 

  The Holy Spirit can be more active in some quiet liturgical churches 

     than he is in some frenzied Pentecostal churches. 

 

But whatever form it takes, he alone brings life. 

    So we must pray, Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Will you pray that prayer? 

 Will you come with an expectation that that prayer will be answered? 

____________ 

 

4) This leads to a fourth principle for Christian worship-- 

  that our worship must be active and not passive. 

 

In other words, worship is an action verb-- 
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    it is not a spectator sport, 

              like football,  

  where, as they say, you have 80,000 fans in the stands  

       desperately in need of exercise 

    watching 22 players on the field desperately in need of rest. 

No, worship is something that we are all to participate in. 

 

As Paul says in v. 26-- 

  "When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction,  

      a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation-- 

   all must be done for the strengthening of the church." 

v. 31--"you can all prophecy in turn  

    so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged." 

 

This was no one-man show-- 

  in fact, it was not a show at all. 

       And this is one of the biggest hindrances to worship in our day-- 

   the notion that worship is a form of entertainment, 

     in which the people in the pew are the audience 

           and those of us up front are the act to be enjoyed. 

 

And we have to be careful that we don't fall into that way of thinking-- 

 and it is hard not to-- 

   for we live in an entertainment culture-- 

     entertainment defines us--it is everywhere. 

  That’s why in the church, I try to avoid the language of entertainment— 

  So, I am standing on the platform, not “the stage.” 
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   You are the congregation, not “the audience.” 

        And those who share their musical gifts in our worship 

     are not performers to be applauded,  

  but ministers drawing out attention to the beauty of our God. 

 

 Please don't come on a Sunday morning to be entertained-- 

  come to meet with God as you meet with God's people; 

   come with something to share to edify others; 

    come to give rather than simply to receive. 

   Worship must be active rather than passive. 

 

Again, remember, there is more to our meeting together as a church 

     than what transpires between 10:45 and noon. 

             We can engage one another in conversation 

      before or after our worship together; 

  During our Sunday School Classes there are often  

   opportunities to share what God has been doing in your life. 

And this is not to mention other gatherings in small groups 

       and ministry teams. 

 

 In our worship, let me encourage you to be active in your own prayer and preparation- 

 be active in your singing--not just mouthing the words 

        but engaging your mind and heart. 

      When we gather in smaller groups, 

 and we have opportunities to share Scripture or prayer requests or testimonies, 

           don't be shy. 

 Each week as we think about our offering-- 
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   thank God that he has provided for you so that you can give, 

     and pray for the things that money is spent for. 

   

And when someone else speaks, 

   be active and engaged in, as Paul says in v. 29, "weighing what is said," 

 as someone offers some word of instruction or exhortation or encouragement. 

  Like the Bereans, we must ask, Is it true? Is it from God? 

      

 There is no place for a passive worshiper-- 

     that is almost a contradiction in terms. 

The worship of the church is active, not passive-- 

    it is not a spectator sport. 

__________ 

 

5) But also, Paul would say, 

 and this is our fifth principle-- 

  Christian worship must be fitting and orderly. 

 

Notice the very specific instructions Paul gives, beginning in v. 27-- 

     "If anyone speaks in a tongue, two --or at the most three --should speak,  

      one at a time, and someone must interpret. 

  If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church  

        and speak to himself and God.  

Two or three prophets should speak,  

  and the others should weigh carefully what is said.  

 And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down,  

        the first speaker should be silent.  



1Cor 14:26-40-Sermon:   18 

  For you can all prophesy in turn  

   so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged." 

 

Paul does not want there to be confusion and chaos in the worship of God. 

 

What is particularly intriguing is the mysterious interaction 

   between God's Spirit and the human spirit in all of this. 

 

Paul is assuming that the Holy Spirit is inspiring these various speakers in the church, 

 but that doesn't mean that they can speak 

     whenever and however they feel inspired. 

   They must control themselves and only speak when it is appropriate. 

For, as he says in v. 32--   

  "The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets."    

 

God's Spirit and the human spirit are not independent, but are interlocking-- 

  it is not an either/or situation--both are at work at the same time.  

_________ 

 

And why is order so important in the worship of God? 

    Paul grounds his practical instructions for the life of the church in theology-- 

         in the character of God. 

 Order is important, 

   v. 33, "For God is not a God of disorder but of peace." 

 

Our worship ought to reflect the character of our God. 

            We are not to reflect a wild and frenzied God-- 
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     like the pagans do in their worship. 

 

But this doesn't mean that our worship must be all quiet and somber either. 

  Our God is a passionate God-- 

   a God who delights in the worship of his people. 

  And heaven is pictured as a wedding feast, a grand celebration. 

 

So if our worship is to reflect the character of our God 

  it must have both reverence for his holiness, 

   as well as celebration of this graciousness. 

   We must bow before him in humble confession, 

  as well as stand before him with joyous jubilation. 

 

At times we may emphasize one, at other times the other-- 

   but both ought to be elements of our worship of God. 

 

   As I work with Carol and Steve and others in our worship planning, 

 our desire is that our worship be thoughtful, 

     that it reflects the character of our God. 

       There is a reason for what we do-- 

  there is a particular order and sequence. 

We recognize that we are here together, 

    as we welcome one another through our greeting. 

   Then we begin our worship with who God is-- 

  as we are called to worship him through Scripture and song. 

     We respond to him in praise and confession. 

  We humble ourselves before him, 
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  we hear his word,  

   we are encouraged to respond in our lives, 

    we pray for God’s mission to the world, 

     as we also pray for the church  

    and hear of what is he is doing in the church family. 

 And we are scattered to serve him in lives of love and worship    

     as witnesses for Christ in word and deed.. 

 

This is orderly worship that reflects the character of our God. 

____________’ 

 

And it is in that context that Paul includes one specific instruction 

              related to an orderly gathering. 

v. 32—"The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets.    

33     For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—" 

    and then he writes, 

   “as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.” 

 

It is not clear whether that expression goes with what comes before it or after it, 

  but in the end, it doesn’t make much difference 

     because we can assume that it applies to both. 

 

   Then it the second half of v.33 we read--   

 “Women should remain silent in the churches.  

       They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the law says.    

 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home;  

 for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church."  
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So that’s interesting. 

  What are we to make of it? 

This sound pretty straightforward and absolute— 

    “Women should remain silent in the churches” (period). 

   but that way of looking at it creates a problem. 

 

What makes this difficult 

 is what Paul has already said back in chap. 11. 

 There in a passage also dealing with the corporate worship of the church, 

  Paul assumes that women will be speaking in the church— 

                      by praying and prophesying (11:5). 

 

And this fits with the words of the prophet Joel, cited on the day of Pentecost, 

 which says that "on my servants, both men and women, 

   I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophecy" (Joel 2:29, cited in Acts 2:18). 

 

If in chap. 11 Paul assumes that women will speak 

    through things like prayer and prophecy, 

 then how in chap. 14 can he say that they should not speak at all? 

 

Some scholars argue that Paul couldn’t have said this, 

 and these words must have been inserted into this letter by some later copier 

   who wanted to align this passage with what Paul says in 1 Timothy 2. 

 There is slight textual evidence to support this, 

    in that a number of Greek manuscripts have these two verses 
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                   after v. 40 and not after v. 32. 

But all Greek manuscripts have these words in one place or another. 

 And you have to wonder why a copier would be concerned to align this passage 

       with what Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 2,  

 while ignoring the contradiction he was creating  

  with what Paul wrote just three chapters earlier in this same letter. 

 

So I don’t buy the argument that Paul didn’t write this. 

 

To interpret Paul coherently, then, we have to assume 

  that the prohibition on women speaking in this passage 

       has to be qualified in some way 

                     by the context in which it is given. 

 

And what could that qualification be? 

 The context is talking about the proper exercise of the gift of prophecy,  

     and Paul speaks of the need for judging a word of prophecy. 

    There must be some authoritative evaluation about its validity 

         as a word from God. 

 

We can imagine a situation in which there was disorder and discord 

         in the church gathering 

  as husbands and wives were arguing back and forth 

      in their judgment of some prophecy, 

and Paul is urging women to be in submission  
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   to the male leadership of the church in that particular activity.2 

 

I say that because of the similarities to what Paul says in that passage in 1 Timothy 2-- 

    v. 11--"A woman should learn in quietness and full submission.    

  I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; 

          she must be quiet."  

 

Here the command to silence is linked to a particular activity-- 

    the authoritative teaching function of the church. 

 

This, in Paul's mind, maintains an important element in the creation order 

   with regard to the complementarity of men and women-- 

 something he stresses in that passage in 1 Timothy 2, in 1 Corinthians 11, 

  and I think here also in chap. 14 in his cryptic reference to what "the law says"-- 

    probably a reference to the early chapters of Genesis. 

 

The "disgrace" that Paul is talking about in v. 35 

  is that disrespect for God's design for men and women 

    which results when this creation order is ignored or violated. 

 

I hope you don't think I'm just trying to weasel out of a hard saying 

    that should keep women silent in our public gathering. 

          I don't think I'm doing that  

   precisely because of what Paul himself has said in chap. 11 

       about women praying and prophecying. 

 

2In defense of this view, see Grudem, Prophecy, Carson, Showing. 
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    I believe he gave wide scope for the ministry of women in the church-- 

          he had a number of women whom he describes as his "co-workers," 

   who, he says, “contended at my side in the cause of the gospel.”3 

 But in certain circumstances in the church, as in the home, 

        the roles of men and women as fathers and mothers ought to differ 

              to preserve the unique value of each. / 

 

“God is not a God of disorder but of peace—” Paul says. 

 o he concludes in v. 40— 

  “everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way” 

   And somehow that includes some fitting recognition 

    of both the value and the distinction of men and women. 

__________ 

 

6) And if our worship is to reflect fittedness in our worship 

      in accord with God's character, 

 then, as a sixth principle, we must not lose sight of the fact that  

                  Christian worship must be inherently moral, 

                                for we worship a holy God. 

 

I say that particularly because of v. 24-- 

     "But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in  

       while everybody is prophesying,  

  he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all,   

      and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare.  

 

3Cf. Rom. 16:3; Phil 4:3. 
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         So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!"  

 

What is it that Paul says will most impress an unbeliever? 

 Is it the quality of the music? 

   Is it the beauty of the sanctuary? 

      Is it the friendliness of the people? 

 No, it is the power of the word of God 

   to convict him of the truth that he is a sinner before a holy God. 

 

Now, I don't think that means that all we ever talk about is sin. 

        That kind of conviction can come in myriad ways. 

 When we sing of God's greatness-- 

  when we pray to him as our awesome Creator, 

    or when we confess our own moral failure before him; 

          or when we speak of his grace in the death of Jesus on the cross, 

   or when we rejoice in the life of the risen Christ— 

      and we consider the coming judgment which we must all face. 

All of these and more 

 say to the unbeliever that there is a holy God 

      before whom he must stand. 

 And by the work of the Spirit  

   that truth can convict him of his need of God's mercy. 

 

But what we can't do 

 is simply have our worship be so man-centered, 

  so focused on concerns for our health, wealth, and prosperity, 

    that the reality of the holy God never shows through. 
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We are all in need of God’s mercy. 

 

As we said last week-- 

 true spirituality cannot be separated from a moral response to a holy God, 

   and our worship cannot ignore that reality. 

_____________ 

 

Which leads to our final point this morning. 

  7) That is, that Christian worship must be gospel-centered. 

 

Now, before I studied this passage,  

  I would have simply said that Christian-worship must be God-centered. 

 Of course, it must be that,  

                               but I hope you don't misunderstand me when I say that 

         it must be more than that. 

 

Simply saying that Christian worship is God-centered 

  can give the mistaken impression that it is simply about each of us 

                    in our own way, personally and privately meeting with God. 

You can worship in the convenience of your own home--just you and God-- 

         if that's all that matters. 

   Zoom is the perfect medium for that kind of worship. 

 

But in the light of what Paul says in our passage Christian worship is not that. 

 

And when I say it must be gospel-centered,  
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   I do not mean that Christian worship is simply evangelistic, 

      in the sense that it is aimed at unbelievers, 

 and its primary purpose is to preach John 3:16 each week 

   and give an invitation so that sinners might be saved. 

 

No, I don't mean that. 

   Christian worship isn't essentially evangelistic, 

       it is evangelical--that is, it is centered on the evangel,  

       the gospel in all its wonderful fullness. 

 

Remember what Paul said in Rom. 12:1-- 

 "In view of God's mercy, offer yourselves to God in worship." 

 

"In view of God's mercy"--that is, in the light of the gospel, 

     the good news of God's saving work in Jesus Christ. 

 This gospel is to be at the heart of all Christian worship. 

 

For this gospel begins, just as Paul does in Romans chapter one, 

 with an understanding of who God is-- 

   He is our Creator-- 

 the one to whom we owe our absolute obedience. 

      He is the Holy One against whom we have all rebelled. 

 He is a great and awesome God 

     before whom we are lowly sinners deserving of judgment. 

 

But the gospel is also about what God in his grace  

    has done to redeem us through his Son Jesus Christ. 
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  He has come down among us to rescue us 

     when we had no hope of rescuing ourselves. 

 In his love, Jesus Christ has taken our sin upon himself, 

      dying on a cross so that we might be forgiven. 

  He rose from the grave so that we might have new life. 

 

In this gospel we recognize God's greatness and we rejoice in God's goodness and grace. 

 

And as our worship centers on this gospel 

  we are called to respond to it with thanksgiving and praise, 

       and to follow Jesus as Lord 

     with love and faith and obedience. 

 

So our Christian worship is also about the kind of lives God calls us to live-- 

   as he works in our hearts by his power through the Holy Spirit. 

   It is about becoming conformed to the image of Christ, 

 and joining with Christ in his mission of love and compassion to the world. 

 

And finally, gospel-centered worship will be about the new community 

       which the gospel creates--the church. 

 

For the church, this motley collection of human beings gathered here this morning-- 

         we are the body of Christ-- 

 we as the church are a divine temple, a holy sanctuary, 

       where God dwells by his Spirit.4 

 

41Cor. 3:16   Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?   17 If 

anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.  
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As incredible as it may seem, 

 we are the bride of Christ, whom he is adorning to be received by him 

                   in a glorious wedding banquet. 

 

 That is why we meet with God as we meet with one another. 

 

Our worship must be gospel-centered. 

 for the gospel is the declaration of who God is-- 

  Father, Son and Holy Spirit-- 

    Creator and Redeemer, 

     Savior and Lord. 

 And the gospel is a declaration of what God is doing-- 

  creating a people for himself from all peoples and nations-- 

    a people called to reflect his own character in the world-- 

    a holy people whose very lives are instruments of worship, 

          bringing glory to God. 

 

This is gospel-centered worship-- 

 the kind of worship that brings pleasure to the heart of God. / 

 

God is seeking true worshippers— 

 those who worship in him Spirit and in truth. 

May we be those worshippers—today and every day.    Amen. 

______________ 

 

Prayer 
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Closing song: O Worship the King 

 

Benediction: 

1Tim. 6:15,16      

to God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,     

    who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light,   

   whom no one has seen or can see-- 

    to him be honor and might forever. Amen.   
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"Christian Worship" 

 1 Cor. 14:26-40 

  

 Christian worship involves all of life (cf. Rom. 12:1,2), but it is also a particular corporate 

activity of Christians when we gather together before God, in the name of Jesus Christ, in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. In our passage this morning, Paul instructs us about some of the principles that 

ought to guide our gatherings and our understanding of Christian worship.  

 

 

Christian Worship is . . .  

 

1. Horizontal as well as Vertical. 

 

2. Informed by the Word. 

 

3. Empowered by the Spirit. 

 

4. Active, not Passive. 

 

5. Fitting and Orderly. 

 

6. Inherently Moral. 

 

7. Gospel-Centered.  
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Sermon Response: 

"Christian Worship" 

 1 Cor. 14:26-40 

 

 

•How ought Paul's words in Rom. 12:1,2 shape our definition of worship? Is your life 

characterized by worship? How can it be more so? 

 

•The gatherings Paul describes assume the active presence of the Holy Spirit. Pray that the 

Holy Spirit would be at work in our worship. What can you do to prepare his way in your life? 

 

•Read Col. 3:16 and Eph. 5:19,20. Notice how Paul combines the vertical and the horizontal-

-in our singing, we speak to each other as well as to God. What difference does this insight 

make in your attitude toward your worship with God's people? 

 

•Paul's words assume a high degree of participation in the worship of the church. How do 

you participate in our worship? How could you participate more?  

 

•Pray that you may invite unbelievers to observe our worship, and that they would be 

convicted as we speak the truth in love and so become worshipers themselves. 

 

 

 


