
 Gleaning Wisdom from the Proverbs, #5 
"The Fool"                                

      Proverbs    
                                               --CEFC 10/21/18; 6/15/97; 12/14/86 p.m 
_________________________ 
 
We began our study of the book of Proverbs 
     by considering the wisdom of the wise man; 
                                      This morning we look at the foolishness of the fool. 
 
That means that you can all sit back and relax-- 
    for I certainly won't be talking about any of you. 
 
Perhaps you're already thinking of people you’ll want to share this message with! / 
 
  Of course, very few people ever admit to being a fool. 
   But you know what they say:  
         the fellow who is always declaring he's no fool usually has his suspicions. 
 
Surely, it would be wise for us to have some suspicions about our own foolishness-- 
 for one of the obvious marks of the fool  
    is a proud refusal to listen to correction. 
 
So, your own reaction to what is said here this morning 
               may itself determine whether I am speaking to you  
      when we consider the fool in the Proverbs. 
 
We look into the word of God as if into a mirror-- 
 May we have the grace of the Holy Spirit to see the truth about ourselves, 
 so that the Lord might root out some of the foolishness of our own hearts. 
__________________ 
 
Now, I’m sure we can all point to things that we have done 
       that would be considered foolish. 
 
I think of one thing I did that still makes we laugh. 
 
    I was pulling out of the church parking lot one day, 
   and I wanted to reset the mileage meter on my odometer to zero. 
 So I put my hand through the steering wheel to reach the button, 
  but I happened to be in the process of turning at the time, 
 and I realized that the car was about to swerve off the side of the road. 
I tried to turn the wheel, 
   but couldn't because my arm was sticking inside the steering wheel. 
 I almost panicked,  
 but I put on the brake and averted a most humiliating accident. 
 
It was one of those things where I said, "Duh! What was I thinking?!!" 
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Foolish acts—we hear about them all the time. 
I think of the bank robber I read about, who wrote his robbery note to the teller 

 on the back of a deposit slip—which happened to be his own! 
 
Or the man who went into a drug store and announced his intentions to rob the place.  

As he did, he pulled a Hefty Trash Bag over his face to conceal his identity.  
But, unfortunately for him, he forgot to cut eyeholes in the bag,  
                and in his confusion, he was tackled by a brave customer. 

 
Or there was the case in which two policemen were on a stakeout 
       in a Michigan neighborhood 
        trying catch an arsonist  

when they caught a guy trying to steal gas  
from their own unmarked police car.  

The policemen were still inside the car 
 when the suspect tried to siphon the gas from the tank. 

In court, the man actually tried to justify his actions 
 by claiming that since his tax dollars paid for the car,  

               and the gas that was put in it, 
technically it was not stealing  

because he was just taking something he’d already paid for! 
 
Unbelievable! 
 
There are all kinds of foolishness, of course—  
  there's the folly of carelessness, inattention, forgetfulness or confusion. 
 Some foolishness is just plain funny.  
 
But that’s not the kind of foolishness this book is concerned about. 
 
Remember, this is set in the context of a father instructing his son on how to live wisely. 
 In the opening chapters he has warned him about that foreign woman, 
    that adulteress, the wayward wife, that idol of illicit sex, 
  who would be calling out to him, enticing him into her clutches. 
   She is madam Folly, and hers is the way of death. 
 
   But he was also urging his son to listen to the voice of another woman, Lady Wisdom. 
 Hers is the good path, the path that leads to a rich feast. 
       She offers the way of life. 
  Seek her, the wise father says to his son,  
   for she is a symbol of the Lord himself— 
    and the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
This is the message of the extended introduction to the book in chapters 1-9. 
 
Now, beginning in chapter 10, the son is off into the wide world, 
  encountering all the various circumstances of life, in no discernable sequence, 
             and the wise father is helping him to navigate the journey wisely. 
 
In the weeks ahead, we’re going to be looking at the wisdom of the Proverbs  
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         under various headings. 
 I have found them very helpfully set out 
    in the little Tyndale Commentary on Proverbs by Derek Kidner,  
              on which I have relied extensively. 
__________________ 
 
Just as my son Will, in our opening sermon on Proverbs, 
     talked about various types, or aspects, of wisdom, 
  so this morning we consider three kinds of fools-- 
    which really represent three levels of foolishness. 
 
We find in Proverbs a progression from the naively simple-minded 
        to the settled fool, 
         to the hardened mocker. 
  Those who travel down this dangerous road 
    find it a sure road to destruction. 
  
And all along we'll see that this is not an intellectual road 
       so much as a moral one-- 
   as those who reject the fear of God as the foundation of wisdom 
    spiral downward in a moral decline, 
      that leads to moral and spiritual suicide. 
________________ 
 
I.  First, let's look at the fool as the simple person-- 
 
The Hebrew word for this person comes from the verb  
     which means “to be spacious,” or “wide open,” 
           and which also means "to be deceived or seduced";1  
  I see the connection.  
     This is the kind of person whose mind is so open that nothing stays put there. 
   Consequently, he is gullible, easily led, and easily taken in.   
 
Mentally this person is naive, undiscerning, and uncritical-- 
 14:15--"A simple man believes anything,  
   but a prudent man gives thought to his steps." 
 
Without firm convictions on which to stand, 
 he is rudderless, 
   "tossed back and forth by the waves, 
 blown here and there by every wind of teaching  
  and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming," 
    to borrow the language of Paul in Ephesians 4. 
 
He has no anchor,  
 nothing solid to stand on to give him a fixed foundation for his view of life. 

                                       
1cf. 1:10: "if sinners entice you" 
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The simple person follows the latest fads and fashions,  
     and the tide of public opinion, 
      for there is nothing else to guide his choices. 
 He is a prime candidate for all kinds of “fake news.” 
 
The simple person lacks good sense-- 
 22:3--"A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, 
   but the simple keep going and suffer for it." 
 
He’s the kind of person of whom we would say, 
                         "He doesn't know when to come out of the rain." 
 
Morally, he is willful and irresponsible-- 
 1:32--"For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, 
    and the complacency of fools will destroy them." 
 
As we saw last week, 
      in chap. 7 we are given a graphic description of the ways of this simpleton. 
 He is seen as aimless, inexperienced, drifting into temptation-- 
       indeed, almost courting it. 
7:7  “I saw among the simple, 
  I noticed among the young men, 
    a youth who lacked judgment.  
8  He was going down the street near her corner, 
    [that is the corner of Madam Folly, the adulteress woman] 
  [he was] walking along in the direction of her house 
9       at twilight, as the day was fading, 
         as the dark of night set in.” 
     We know where that leads. 
 
v. 21    “With persuasive words she led him astray; 
    she seduced him with her smooth talk.  
22  All at once he followed her 
  like an ox going to the slaughter” 
 
Because of his lazy thoughtlessness,  
          mere words of warning are not enough. 
  The simpleton may need more drastic measures  
                  in the form of a visual aid to bring him to repentance-- 
 19:25--"Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; 
   rebuke a discerning man, and he will gain knowledge." 
 
But the Proverbs, as we saw in the opening verses of chapter one, 
       are addressed to the simple— 
          to the young man who is just setting out in life. 
 These wise sayings are given so that the simple might gain prudence. 
  Though they may be gullible and irresponsible, 
     the assumption is that the simple can still learn. 
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 In chap. 9 wisdom calls out to them-- 
    "Let all who are simple come in here!"  
     she says to those who lack judgment.   
  "Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed.   
   Leave your simple ways and you will live;  
     walk in the way of understanding" (Prov. 9:4-6). 
 
This means that being simple is an unstable condition— 
    you will go in one direction or the other. 
 
And if the simple person refuses that call of wisdom,  
    he will inevitably graduate to a more serious condition-- 
Prov. 14:18   "the prudent are crowned with knowledge." 
     but "The simple inherit folly," 
For one does not stay still: 
 As Derek Kidner puts it, 
     “a man who is empty-headed will soon end up wrongheaded.” 
____________ 
 
Which leads us to our second category-- 
    and that is the fool proper. 
 
There are several Hebrew words used for the fool in Proverbs, 
                   but they all have a very similar range of meaning. 
 
The term "fool" connotes one who is dull and obstinate,  
                  but it always refers to a chosen condition 
        and not to any natural mental capacities. 
 
First, as he is in himself-- 
   The fool doesn't have the concentration either for a patient search for wisdom, 
       or to stay focused on it once it is found -- 
 So we read--"A discerning person keeps wisdom in view, 
                      but a fool's eyes wander to the ends of the earth" (17:24). 
 
“Keeping wisdom in view”— 
 that’s a challenging phrase in this fast-moving world 
  in which we are bombarded with images and information all the time. 
We are constantly distracted by the “Breaking News” on CNN 
       and the latest cat video on YouTube. 
“Keeping wisdom in view” is not easy. 
      But remember, “a fool's eyes wander to the ends of the earth." 
 
And because the fool looks anywhere but at the wisdom of God, 
      he 'laps up' his opinions unreflectingly-- 
      15:14--"the mouth of the fool feeds on folly" 
 The internet now provides lots of folly to feed on— 
   as any foolish thoughts we might have 
       can find plenty of reinforcement. 
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Being so sure of himself, the fool pours out his opinions freely-- 
  "the mouth of the fool gushes folly," we read (15:2). 
 
  or "A fool finds no pleasure in understanding 
     but delights in airing his own opinions" (18:2). 
 
And in so doing, he is unaware that he is only  
      displaying his folly for all to see-- 
 13:16—"Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, 
   but a fool exposes his folly.” 
 
What he says just gets him into trouble-- 
              10:14--"Wise men store up knowledge,  
   but the mouth of a fool invites ruin. " 
 
He may speak, but 
  24:7--"in the assembly at the gate [where the community leaders gather] 
        he has nothing to say." 
 
The fool gives himself away as soon as he opens his mouth -- 
 17:28--"Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, 
                             and discerning if he holds his tongue." 
 
All this gives truth to the wisdom of Francis Bacon who said that  
       "Silence is the virtue of fools." 
 Or in a statement attributed to Socrates: 
  "It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool 
     than to speak and remove all doubt." / 
 
The fool is quarrelsome, for he knows no restraint, 
   and his love for conflict is driven by his own pride 
       in seeking to protect his own honor. 
    In his mind, the smallest offense requires retaliation. 
 12:16--"A fool shows his annoyance at once, 
    but a prudent man overlooks an insult." 
 
 20:3--"It is to a man's honor to avoid strife, 
    but every fool is quick to quarrel." 
 
I think of this when I am watching a football game, 
 and one player shoves an opponent, 
    then the guy who is pushed feels compelled to push back. 
   Of course, he is the one that the referees see, so he gets the unsportsmanlike penalty. 
  How foolish! 
 But we see that kind of behavior all around us all the time. 
   Take this wise word to heart: 
 “A fool shows his annoyance at once, 
    but a prudent man overlooks an insult." 
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___ 
 
The truth is, a fool can never imagine himself mistaken-- 
 17:10--"A rebuke impresses a man of discernment 
     more than a hundred lashes [given to] a fool." 
 
The fool refuses to be corrected. 
   Especially prominent is his moral stubborness-- 
      he is resistant to all advice-- 
  1:7--"fools despise wisdom and discipline" 
 
  12:15--"The way of a fool seems right to him, 
   but a wise man listens to advice." 
 
  15:5--"A fool spurns his father's discipline, 
   but whoever heeds correction shows prudence." 
___ 
 
In the end, the root of his trouble is moral, not mental--he likes his folly-- 
 10:23   "A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct,  
    but a man of understanding delights in wisdom."  
 
As a result, the fool just keeps doing the same foolish things over and over again— 
 26:11--"As a dog returns to its vomit, 
    so a fool repeats his folly." 
______ 
 
This is the fool as he is in himself, 
   does any of that look familiar in you? 
 But the Proverbs also talk about the effect of the fool on other people-- 
 
And when the Proverbs talk about the fool in society 
   about all you can say is that there he is a menace. 
At best, he wastes your time-- 
   "you will not find a word of sense in him" (14:7 Moffatt). 
 
If he gets an idea in his head nothing will stop him-- 
 17:12--"Better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs 
             than a fool in his folly." 
 
So you would be wise to give him a wide berth-- 
 13:20--"He who walks with the wise grows wise, 
    but a companion of fools suffers harm." / 
 
There seems to be two very different ways of dealing with fools-- 
      and the Proverbs put them side by side-- 
In 26:4 we read, "Do not answer a fool according to his folly,  
     or you will be like him yourself.    
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  That is, if you stoop to their level, 
    you will be dragged down into the mud yourself. 
   Then, in the next verse, 26:5, we read-- 
  "Answer a fool according to his folly,  
    or he will be wise in his own eyes."  
     In other words, somebody has to set the fool straight 
     or he will continue to think he's right. 
 
It takes great wisdom to know which of these two approaches is the right one 
         in any given situation.  
 Often, you will simply have to gain that wisdom through experience./ 
  
No question, the fool leaves wounds in his wake. 
 
To his father and mother, 
       he brings sorrow--  

 10:1--"A wise son brings joy to his father, 
  but a foolish son grief to his mother."(cf. 17:21), 

       he brings bitterness--  
17:25--"A foolish son brings grief to his father 
  and bitterness to the one who bore him." 

       and he brings calamity--  
19:13--"A foolish son is his father's ruin," 

 
 But all of this pain and heartache causes him no qualms; 
    he despises those he should most honor-- 
 15:20--"A wise son brings joy to his father, 
   but a foolish man despises his mother." 
 
The flippant outlook of the fool is crystallized in the phrase found in 14:9-- 
                  "Fools mock at making amends for sin.” 
 
Parents, be aware— 
  the folly of the fool must be knocked out of him early--  
 (22:15) --"Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, 
                        but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him." 
 
For if it isn't, it can be impossible to eradicate-- 
 27:22--"Though you grind a fool in a mortar, 
   grinding him like grain with a pestle, 
     you will not remove his folly from him." 
___________ 
 
This simply underlines the idea that the fool is by definition  
                                 one whose mind is closed, for the present at least, to God. 
For, as we saw in Psalm 14, 
   it is the fool who says in his heart, "There is no God."   
    and since he has rejected the first principle of wisdom--the fear of the Lord— 
        his mind is also closed to reason. 
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 Just think of Nabal, the man whose name means "fool," 
   of whom his wife Abigail said, 
    “He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.” 
 
There is nothing more exasperating than a fool. 
 But in the Proverbs there is someone more offensive – 
        more offensive to God. 
_________________ 
 
We've considered the Simple 
    and the Fool proper, 
  but a final stage of foolishness is found in-- 
         the Mocker or the Scoffer. 
 
Who is the Mocker? 
 He is described graphically in 21:24— 
   "The proud and arrogant man—"Mocker" is his name; 
     he behaves with overweening pride." 
 
His is not the random mischief of the fool,  
       but the deliberate maliciousness of the trouble-maker. 
This makes him particularly quarrelsome-- 
 29:8---"Mockers stir up a city, 
   but wise men turn away anger." 
Better not to have to deal with him— 
  22:10--"Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; 
      quarrels and insults are ended." 
 
As a fool, he shows a strong dislike of correction-- 
 15:12--"A mocker resents correction;" 
  And he will tell you so, if you try-- 
 9:7--"Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; 
  whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs abuse."2 
 
The result-- 
 14:6--"The mocker seeks wisdom and finds none," 
  
This sort of fool seems particularly prevalent in our day-- 
 for our is a culture of cynicism  
  which is the perfect soil in which to produce the spirit of the mocker. 
 
Robert Nisbet, in his book The Twilight of Authority, 
 observes that "The instinct to mock at the great, the good, and the wise  
         is built into this age."3 
 

                                       
2Note parallel of mocker and wicked man. 
3Cited in Keyes, Heroes, p. 31. 
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The cynic heaps derision on the notion of anything being true, or good or beautiful. 
 Any such claim to know truth, goodness or beauty 
     is dismissed as all a matter of personal preference, 
                                                             or more than that, of a will to power-- 
  a drive to impose your truth, your goodness, your beauty 
                              onto everybody else. 
 
The cynic says there is no place for moral virtue-- 
  everybody, deep down, is just out for themselves-- 
        Who's kidding whom? 
 So the cynic mocks the notion of heroism, or selflessness, or religious devotion-- 
       it's all a sham, 
           a self-serving illusion. 
The mocker, the scoffer, the cynic, is found in the voice of Satan in the book of Job— 
 when he defiantly taunts God, 
  “Does Job fear God for nothing?” (Job 1:9). 
 “stretch out your hand and strike everything he has,  
     and he will surely curse you to your face” (1:11). 
 
There is a pervasive atmosphere of suspicion in our cynical age-- 
                certainly seen among journalists, 
       who are trained in the art of skepticism, 
            but it trickles out in all sorts of areas in our culture. 
 It’s especially prevalent in the humor of our culture— 
     from the Simpsons to Saturday Night Live, 
 with its snarky sarcasm and sneering derision  
     aimed at anyone in a position of power or authority. 
 
Somehow, we think this kind of cynical mockery,  
             which so easily puts other people down, 
        has a way of lifting us up. 
 The opposite is the case, 
  for we lose any conception of what being lifted up ought to mean. 
 
Dick Keyes, in his book on Heroes, illustrates this climate, 
 by pointing to the interesting shift in the interpretation of the old maxim, 
                           "No man is a hero to his valet."4 
 The phrase probably originated in the reign of Louis XIV, 
 and it is very likely that it reflected the elitist views  
       that were widely accepted among the aristocracy of the eighteenth century. 
 
The idea was that a valet, because he is a mere servant, a butler, 
  was unlikely to be able to appreciate 
     the virtues of the great man who employed him. 
 The valet's time and attention were so devoted to the mundane affairs of life-- 
                             to doing laundry, cleaning boots and drawing baths-- 

                                       
4Ibid, p. 49. 
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  that he didn't have a vision broad enough to appreciate  
      the magnificence of the man he served. 
     The defect was not with the hero, but with the valet. 
 
Hegel, in the nineteenth century, expanded the saying, to make just this point: 
  "No man is a hero to his valet; 
 not, however, because the man is not a hero, 
     but because the valet--is a valet." 
 
The challenge of the saying was to try not to be small-minded like the valet 
     and fail to appreciate the greatness of the great. 
 
But now, in our cynical age, that saying has reversed its meaning. 
 "No man is a hero to his valet" is now understood to mean 
              that the valet, who sees the great man at close range, 
                                is in a position to see that he's not so great after all. 
  He can see his defects, his ugly warts, his feet of clay,  
    beneath the shallow veneer of public esteem. 
The valet is the new hero-- 
  for he represents the cynic, the mocker. 
 
And the role of the valet is now taken by any number of figures-- 
    No man is a hero to his therapist, or to his biographer, or to his literary critic. 
 Would that we were all so perceptive as the valet-- 
   to see that there really is no place for heroes at all. 
 
And by destroying all heroes,  
  we can rest assured that nobody is really any better than we are. 
 
And what a comforting thought that is. 
                 After all, nothing is more obnoxious than a good example. 
 
So cynicism abounds, 
 and with it, the form of the fool called the mocker. 
 
But I tell you-- 
   Beware-- 
 beware of the mocker within your own heart-- 
   for he can raise his ugly head as the expression of your own pride, and envy, 
   and the cynicism that breeds mockery 
      leads to the rejection of God himself. 
 
Beware of the mocker,  
  for the mocker will surely receive his due from the Lord. 
 
Of the "judgments .  .  .  prepared for scorners" (19:29),  
                the final and most withering is a deep draft of their own medicine:   
 3:34--"God mocks proud mockers 
    but gives grace to the humble." 
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________________________________- 
 
   "Wisdom calls aloud in the street," we read in Prov. 1:20,  
   "she raises her voice in the public squares;   
  at the head of the noisy streets she cries out, 
   in the gateways of the city she makes her speech:    
    "How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? 
   How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge?          
 If you had responded to my rebuke,  
  I would have poured out my heart to you 
     and made my thoughts known to you.    
  But since you rejected me when I called 
   and no one gave heed when I stretched out my hand,    
         since you ignored all my advice and would not accept my rebuke,    
     I in turn will laugh at your disaster; I will mock when calamity overtakes you--    
 when calamity overtakes you like a storm,  
  when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind,  
     when distress and trouble overwhelm you.   
   "Then they will call to me but I will not answer;  
    they will look for me but will not find me.    
  Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD,   
   since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke,  
  they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.    
 For the waywardness of the simple will kill them,  
   and the complacency of fools will destroy them;   
  but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease,  
        without fear of harm."  
 
It's easy to make light of the fool-- 
    "Let us be thankful for fools," said Mark Twain.   
               "But for them the rest of us could not succeed." 
 
But look again at the fatal consequences-- 
          "the waywardness of the simple will kill them,  
   and the complacency of fools will destroy them;"   
 
It's a matter of life and death. 
     For to be a fool-- 
  to persist in self-pride, 
   to refuse correction, 
    to resist the wisdom of God-- 
      that is the way that leads to destruction. 
 
But those who embrace that wisdom of God 
   find the safety, the security, of that certain path 
         that leads to life. 
________________ 
 
Wisdom or Folly? 



 
13 

 
Think again of the words of Jesus at the close of his Sermon on the Mount-- 
 “Whoever hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
  is like the wise man built his house upon the rock-- 
 the rains came down and the floods rose up 
    and the winds blew against that house but it did not fall,  
       for it was built upon the rock.” 
 
But not so for the foolish man--his house could not stand, and great was its fall. 
 
The wise man or the fool?  
  It all comes down to your response to the word of God. 
      For the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
________________ 
 
But before we close 
 I have to go beyond the Proverbs for a moment  
     to look at one more aspect of our theme. 
___________ 
 
I confess that I've always feared being thought a fool. 
 I've prided myself on my discernment and good judgment. 
                    I've coveted the reputation of being a man of wisdom. 
                I fear that the foolishness that I know is within me 
       will be exposed for what it is. 
 
But that fear of being thought a fool,  
   though largely laudable, can also be a detriment. 
      That virtue can become a vice. 
 
For there is one more kind of fool-- 
 one not touched on by Solomon in his wisdom, 
  but revealed by the apostle of the one who is greater than Solomon. 
 
There is one case in which we must choose to appear foolish 
  and be willing to expose ourselves to the ridicule that could come with it. 
 
You see, the Apostle Paul understood that the "common sense" of a sinful world 
      may consider God's own wisdom as foolishness. 
 
1Cor. 1:18 –specifically Paul says, "the message of the cross 
     is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
      but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."  
 
There is a kind of foolishness that we must embrace-- 
 the foolishness of a crucified Messiah-- 
    Jesus Christ dying on a cross as God's means 
     of demonstrating his great love 
      and of gaining victory over sin and death. 
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1Cor. 3:18   "Do not deceive yourselves.  
 If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, 
    he should become a "fool" so that he may become wise.    
  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight.” 
 
God's wisdom must seem foolish by the standards of this world-- 
 Isn't it foolish to think it more blessed to give than to receive, 
       to forgive rather than get even, 
        to serve rather than to be served? 
 
Isn't it foolish to think that the greatest among us must act like the slave of all? 
    Only a fool would give up his very life and take up his own cross— 
  and expose himself to ridicule and humiliation 
                for the sake of Jesus Christ and the gospel! 
 In a way, that's true-- 
  for it violates this world's canons of wisdom. 
 
But St. Francis of Assisi put it this way:  
   "I am to be a new kind of fool in this world."  
      In Paul's words: "a fool for Christ." 
 
Was Moses a fool, 
     when, as we read in Hebrews, 
  he refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter? 
  He gave it up—life as a prince in a royal household-- 

 he gave it up and chose instead to be mistreated along with the people of God 
 rather than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin. 

He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 
than the treasures of Egypt (Heb. 11:24-27). 

Was Moses a fool? 
 No, he was no fool— 
  "because he was looking ahead to his reward," we read. 
   Moses was in touch with a reality that made sense of it all. 
 
As a more contemporary example,  

I think of missionary Jim Elliot who gave his life for the gospel 
 when he was killed by the Auca Indians he had come to evangelize. 

 He died a cruel death, but he knew that God's ways were indeed the way of wisdom-- 
 as he said, "He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep 
       to gain what he cannot lose."  
 
The fool-- 
 it all depends on who sets the standard for "common sense." 
 
Whose wisdom do you wish to embrace-- 
    that of this world? 
      or that of God? 
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Are you willing to become a "fool for Christ" in this world? 
 
How often we remain silent out of the fear of appearing foolish. 

  But that is just what the wisdom of God requires. 
_________ 
 
 
Prayer— 
 ask God's forgiveness for engaging in all kinds of foolishness— 
  thinking that we know better than God. 
  not trusting him but trusting in ourselves instead. 
 We have played the fool— 

and by that foolishness we have offended a holy God. 
 
 
ask God's forgiveness for not embracing the right kind of foolishness— 
  the foolishness of the cross— 
and the way of life which seems so foolish to our sophisticated world. 
 
________ 
 
 
Closing Song: "Change My Heart, O God" [SPW #195 
 
 
Benediction: 
2Pet. 3:18   “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
    To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”  
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“Living Wisely in God’s World: 
Practical Guidance from the Book of Proverbs” 
Nov. 21, 2018; #5 
 

“The Fool” 
 
 We began our study of the book of Proverbs with a look at the wisdom of the wise; 
this morning we contrast that with the folly of the foolish. And just as there are various 
aspects of wisdom, so there are various kinds of fools. We'll look at three kinds of fools, 
which give us three levels of foolishness— 
 
 
I. The Simple— 
 gullible and irresponsible 
 
 
 
 
II. The Fool- 
 willfully obstinate 
 
 
 
 
III. The Mocker-- 
 proud and arrogant  
 
 
 
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 
  but fools despise wisdom and discipline." (Prov. 1:7)  
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Sermon Response: 
“The Fool” 

The Book of Proverbs 
 
1. Share something foolish that you have done with the group. Be honest! 
 
2. One of the features of the fool is that he doesn't have the proper focus in life. Consider 
17:24: "A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool's eyes wander to the ends of the 
earth." How can you "keep wisdom in view"?   Where are your eyes wandering? 
 
3. Read 20:3. Look for ways that you can gain "honor" today. Pray for the spiritual wisdom 
to see those opportunities as they arise. 
 
4. How do you understand the progression from “the simple” to “the fool” to “the mocker”? 
How is this a danger in our lives? 
 
5. How can the cynicism of our culture be a breeding ground for "mockers"? How has this 
affected you? Do you ever find yourself "sitting in the seat of mockers" (Ps. 1:1)? Pray that 
you may escape this subtle trap. 
 
6. Is it difficult for you to be a “fool for Christ”? Why is that? What could that mean in your 
life? 
 
7. Where does this sermon specifically expose sin or unbelief in your life? How does it 
specifically call you to change your thinking, redirect your affections, alter your behaviors, 
and trust your Savior? 
 


